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SUB J : NEW GOVERNOR OF SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE 

1. MINISTER OF INTERIOR PHENG PHONGSAVAN HAS ANNOUNCED 
THAT CABINET MEETING, JUNE 13, NAMED PH AGNA BOUN 
SIGNAVONG AS NEW CHAO KHOUENG ( GOVERNOR) OF SAVANNAKHET 
PROVINCE, SUCCEEDING PHAGNA SISOUVAN. ( SISOUVAN WILL 
BECOME CHAO KHOUENG OF KHAMMOUANE PROVINCE, REPLACING 
BOUNLIENG CHOUNRAMANY, WHO IS FOR CAUSE BEING RECALLED 
TO MINISTRY OF INTERIOR.) 

2. SISOUVAN HAS NOT PLAYED PARTICULARLY HELPFUL ROLE 

IN RELATIONS WITH THAI, NOTABLY IN RIVER- CROSSING DISPUTE 
AT SAVANNAKHET LAST YEAR. HIS SUCCESSOR, BOUN, MAY BE 
ABLE TO WORK MORE HARMONIOUSLY WITH HIS THAI COUNTER- 
PART. BOUN IS A CIVIL SERVANT WITH MORE THAN A QUARTER 
CENTURY EXPERIENCE IN PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION IN SOUTH 
LAOS. HE SERVED A TERM IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY REPRE- 
SENTING WAPIKHAMTHONG, AND IS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH 
SOUTHERN RIGHTISTS ( WE UNDERSTAND HE WAS PROPOSED FOR 
SAVANNAKHET JOB BY MINISTER SISOUK). HE HAS REPUTA- 
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TION FOR INTELLIGENCE AND HARDWORK. 
DEAN 
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